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copy of the order has been refused to me, I cannot send them to
you nor can I give you the grounds so far as I recollect.
I have written to the Government questioning the validity of
their grounds and offering to correct mis-statement or exaggeration
in my letter if any is discovered to me. I have told them too that,
if I cannot send my letter without mutilation, I have no desire to
write even regulation letters to friends, which then become of
doubtful value. Unless, therefore, the Government revise their
decision, this intimation must be my first and last from the jail
to you or other friends.
Hoping you are keeping well,
Tours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI
PRISONER No. 8677
HAKIM AJMAL KHAN
DELHI
From a handwritten copy: S.N. 8012; also Young India, 28-2-1924
65.   LETTER TO JAIL SUPERINTENDENT, TERAVDA
YERAVDA JAIL,
August 12, 1922
TO
THE SUPERINTENDENT
YERAVDA CENTRAL JAIL
SIR,
There are regarding myself three matters pending for some
time.
(1) In May last, I wrote to my friend Hakimji Ajmal Khan of
Delhi the usual quarterly letter. The Government declined to for-
ward it unless I cut out portions objected to by them. As I con-
sidered the portions strictly relevant to my condition in the Jail, I
could not see my way to remove them and I respectfully notified to
the Government that I did not propose to avail myself of the pri-
vilege or the right of sending to my friend the usual letter unless I
could give him a full description of my condition. At the same time,
I wrote a brief letter to my friend saying that the letter I had
written to him was disallowed and that I did not propose to write
any letter regarding my welfare unless the Government removed the
restrictions imposed by them. This second letter, too, the Govern-
ment have declined to send. It is this second letter which I have
asked should be returned to me as the first -has been.